
INCREASED GAMMA CURVESTANDARD GAMMA CURVE

CALIBRATION 
Adjusting an input or output device (in hardware or by software) so that it records or displays colors as closely to a 
pre-defined target as possblie. Calibration is analagous to tuning an instrument to a known, measurable, pitch.

COLORIMETER / SPECTROPHOTOMETER
Devices used for calibration and making profiles.  A colorimeter is something you use to measure light and calibrate 
monitors.  A specrtrophotometer is used to measure light reflected off paper.

Colorimeters (and their corresponding software) can be fast and effective tools for monitor calibration, but they aren’t 
required.  You can use your eyes to do fairly good monitor calibration.

GAMMA
This term is used for a wide range of descriptions with respect to contrast. For us, it refers to the  contrast of the red, 
green, and blue colors displayed on your monitor. Mac monitors are typically set to a standard gamma of 1.8, PCs are 
usually 2.2. A higher gamma increases contrast in the shadows, and decreases it in the highlights.  To increase compat-
ability with the rest of the world (and thereby insure your images look good on other’s monitors) I calibrate using a 
gamma of 2.2.

Here’s a web site with a fairly consise and understandable discussion on gamma, and how it affects how things look in 
print and on the web. http://blogs.smugmug.com/don/2007/02/14/this-is-your-mac-on-drugs/

WHITE POINT
The color (measured by its temperature in °Kelvin) that you want your monitor to display as white. Your preferred white 
point is typically dependent upon two things - the color of the ambient light around your monitor, and the type of out-
put device upon which your image will be viewed (e.g. computer monitor, televsion, print). You can often set the white 
point of a monitor in its hardware, and with software, so its easy to have conflicting settings.

Standard white points:
5000° K - very yellow/orange
6500 °K - fairly neutral
9000 °K - very blue

Although you can always find someone to argue with about the most appropriate white point to use in calibration, most 
professionals use a setting of 6500 °K. That’s what we use in Plumas.
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