
CDES 206: LECTURE
Introduction to Photo Communication 

& 
Digital Imaging

Course web site:   http://byronwolfe.typepad.com/cdes_photography/
(can be accessed through your Portal account or byronwolfe.com)

Lecture: Byron Wolfe

Lab Instructors: Byron Wolfe, Ron Dejesus, John Grant
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Camera basics
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There are only four ways to control exposure.

Aperture (or ƒ-stop) :  An adjustable opening 
that changes size to allow more or less light 
to enter the camera.

Shutter :  A timed duration that 
allows more or less light to enter 
the camera.

ISO :  The adjustable sensitivity of a 
camera to light.

Light intensity :  The brightness of 
light, often linked to the time of day.
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Shutter :  A timed duration that allows more or 
less light to enter the camera.
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Shutter speeds are written in a fraction of a second 
(the “s” indicates seconds and is often not written or 
noted on your camera).

1/500   1/250   1/125   1/60   1/30   1/15   1/8   1/4   1/2   1   2   4   8   15
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EXPOSURE MODES

• Av = aperture priority

• T or S = shutter prioritiy

• M = manual



An  “M” setting generally indicates 
that your camera allows for 
independent control of BOTH 
aperture and shutter speed. 

Manual control of exposure is 
imperative for both quality and 
creative purposes, and it’s what’s 
required in this course.  

As you look for a camera, make 
sure it has a big “M” on the 
control dial. 

M







FOUR PROJECTS + 
SIMPLE WEB PORTFOLIO

1. Looking Close: the formal elements

2. Same Person, Same Place: using the photographer’s toolbox

3. Seeing and color: changing your visual perception 

4. A Visual Haiku: storyboarding ideas and concepts
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Tasks for next week:

Access the course web site and subscribe

Review the syllabus and schedule

Assemble your required materials

Get your camera - bring it to lab this week for approval. 

If you have research questions, email your lab instructor 
with links to specific models.


